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Introduction

The 1994 rcauthorization of ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act), along with the passage of
the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, established a new approach to federal support for education by
focusing on a framework of standards-based reform. Title I has always aimed to improve the education of
the most at-risk students in high-poverty surroundings, and the 1994 reauthorization linked Title I to other
federal, state, and local reform efforts. The rcauthorized Title 1 is intended to support local school
districts in improving teaching and learning to help low-achieving students in high-poverty schools mect
the same challenging state content and performance standards that apply to all students. Title I supports
schools in implementing various reform strategies including revising curriculum, devcloping assessments
* aligned with standards, creating opportunities for teachers’ professional growth, implementing high
quality instruction, and extending leaming time. The 1994 legislation also placed a strong emphasis on
schoolwide reform to help all students in high-poverty schools meet challenging standards. In addition, to
encourage the full integration of Title I into the school’s education program, the new legislation called for
minimizing instructional approaches that pull students out of regular classes.

The 1994 legislation also required the U.S. Department of Education to conduct an assessment of the Title
I program. As one of the many studies informing the National Assessment of Title 1, the Follow-up
Public School Survey on Education Reform responds to the Congressional mandate to examine the
implementation of the key provisions in the reauthorized Title I at the school level. The Follow-up
Survey is adapted from the Public School Survey on Education Reform, conducted through the Fast
Response Survey System (FRSS) of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). The first
Public School Survey was administered during the 1995-96 school year at the request of two U.S.
Department of Education offices--the Office of Educational Research and Improvement and the Planning
and Evaluation Service. The first survey was sent to a nationally representative sample of public
clementary and secondary school principals to collect early implementation information following the
1994 ESEA reauthorization. The survey asked principals about their use of content and performance
standards and other rcform strategies, links between the school and home, the role of Title I'in supporting
reform, and what information they needed to help them advance reform strategies. The Follow-up
Survey, administered to a nationally representative sample of public elementary and secondary school
principals during the 1997-98 school year, was designed to update the information collected through the
carlier FRSS survey by examining how schools were progressing in implementing standards-based
reform.

The Follow-Up Survey was intended to provide a 1957-98 snapshot of the general characteristics of Title
I schools, principals’ perceptions of school reform, and how Title I and non-Title I schools compared in
terms of their reform efforts. The survey also compared schoolwide and targeted assistance (programs in
which Title I services are provided to students most at risk of failing to meet state standards) programs to
determine any significant differences in the way the principals in these two types of Title I schools
reported implementing key reforms. The main findings--presented in the next section--address the
following questions:

e  What are the demographics of Title I versus non-Title I schools? How are schools responding to Title
I reforms, based on principals’ perceptions?

o Are Title I schools implementing standards, and how are they using Title I funds to support standards-
based reform?

¢ How are schools responding to the Title I accountability provisions (which call for setting adequate
yearly progress targets, and reporting out achievement results by categories of students), and are
identified schools receiving additional assistance to implement reforms?

e  What types of extended learning strategies are used in Title I and how widespread is their use?
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e  What are the staffing patterns in Title I schools and what role do paraprofessionals play in delivering
services?

e Are Title I schools using school-parent compacts to support leaming and improve parent involvement
in their children' education?

Also included in this document are the survey mcthodology, a guide to interpreting the reference tables,
and the reference tables for the findings below. Data in the reference tables are reported by Title I status,
school type, minority enrollment, school level, metropolitan status, poverty level, and school size. The
appendices include a copy of the Follow-up Public School Survey on Education Reform and a complete
set of reference tables for all smvey items.

Key Findings

o Implementation of reforms has begun but principals may not perceive the need for substantial
change.

The Follow-up Survey found that for the most part, principals in both Title I and non-Title I schools
report implementing content and performance standards to guide curriculum and instruction in their
schools. Principals report implementing a variety of reform strategies, with the most common ones being
the usc of strategic plans, content-rich instructional materials, professional development linked to the
content standards, and assessment for school accountability and continuous improvement. When asked to
identify barricrs to applying high standards, most principals did not identify any that werc factors “to a
great extent”. When barriers were cited, the most common were inadequate parent involvement and high
student mobility.

Principals did not perccive that their schools required a great deal of change. Even in Title I schools that
had been identified by their states for not making adequate progress toward improving student
performance, principals were unlikely to report that a great deal of change was needed.

e Accountability provisions are being implemented slowly.

Title I requires as part of its provisions for performance accountability that states develop assessments by
2000-01 that report student results by proficiency levels tied to standards and disaggregated for targeted
groups of students. In 1997-98, slightly less than one-third of Title I schools were reporting student
achievement results by performance levels. Title I school principals were more likely to report doing so
than non-Title I school principals. Title I principals were also more likely to report using assessment
results broken out by reporting categories (student gender, limited English proficiency, migrant status,
poverty status, disabling condition, and Title I participation) than non-Title I principals. About two-thirds
of Title I principals, as contrasted with a little over one-half of non-Title I principals, reported their
achievement data this way.

o Title I services have not changed significantly since reauthorization.

Despite the focus of the reauthorized program on improvement and flexibility, services provided through
Title I have not changed dramatically, though more schools are now using in-class and extended time
models (as opposed to models that pull students out of class) than in the past. There has also been a large
increase in the number of schoolwide programs. Paraprofessionals continue to be used extensively in
Title I schools, comprising about half of all Title I staff. The paraprofessionals also continue to provide
or assist in providing instruction, despite their lack of qualifications to do so (most lack a college degree).
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Paraprofessionals are also used more heavily in highest-poverty schools. Most Title I principals report
using parent-school compacts and over one-third report they are very helpful in supporting teacher-parent
relations.

More specific findings are highlighted in the scctions that follow. The term "highest-poverty" is used to
describe schools with 75 percent or more students receiving free- or reduced-price lunch. "Low-poverty"
refers to schools with 35 percent or fewer students receiving free- or reduced-price lunch.

1. How do Title I and non-Title I schools differ in terms of demographics?

Title I schools often tend to have higher poverty levels, since they qualify for Title I based on their
numbers of poor children, measured in terms of ¢ligibility for free and reduced-price lunches. Schools are
eligible if their attendance areas have a poverty rate that is at least equal to the district average poverty
rate or is at least 35 percent (whichever is less). Districts may choose to concentrate their Title I funds on
their highest-poverty schools and limit school eligibility to a poverty level that is higher than the district-
wide average. Title I schools also have higher minority enrollments than non-Title I schools, as
described and displayed below.

Fifty-nine percent of all schools receive Figure 1

Title I funds. Seventy-one percent of Participation in Title I: 1998
elementary schools, 49 percent of middle
schools, and 25 percent of high schools
receive Title I funds. (Table 1 and Figure 1)

AllSchools

Elementary
Schools

Middle Schools

High Schools -25%

Percont of Schools Paricipating

0% 20% A0% 60% 80% 100%

Overall, Title I schools have a

proportionally higher enrollment of black, Figure 2

Hispanic, limited English proficient, and Racial/Ethnic Distribution of Enroliment: 1998
migrant students than nen-Title I schools. -

(Table 2 and Figure 2) Minority-isolated fime e _
schools (those with 80 percent or higher | Amean L Amencan

Hispanic

minority student enrollment) are almost twice e ey
as likely to receive Title I funds than lower :
minority enrollment (0-49 percent minority
enrollment) schools. Eighty-four percent of
minority-isolated schools receive Title 1
funds, as contrasted with 45 percent of lower
minority enroliment schools. (Table 3)

Black
10%

Blach §
1% N

White
%

Title ! Schools Non-Title | Schools
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2. How are schools responding to the Title I reforms, based on principals’ reports?

The 1994 reauthorization called for changes at the school level.to support standards-based reform. The
legislation required use of schoolwide reform strategies that provided opportunities for all children to
meet the state’s proficient and advanced levels of student performance. Empbhasis is also placed on high-
quality teaching and professional development for all staff to help all children meet state student
performance standards, as well as parent-school compacts to support learning. Title I encourages the use
of student performance results for accountability and ccntinuous improvement. It also encourages
increased use of extended learning time programs.

Over half of Title I principals report a high level of familiarity with the 1994 Title I reforms, yet
most report that little change is needed in order to implement key reform strategies. These
perceptions suggest that without further intervention, schools will only modestly change instruction
and other services to students. Nearly two-thirds of Title I principals reported familiarity “to a great
extent” with such Title I changes as developing a parent involvement policy (61 percent), developing a
school-parent compact (60 percent), and using student performance results for accountability and
continuous improvement (60 percent). Only one-third (35 percent) of Title I school principals reported
that they were familiar to a great extent with the legislation’s new emphasis on extending learning time.
(Table 4)

Only 17 percent of Title I principals

. - Figure 3
reported that change would be required to a Principals’ Perceptions of Extent of Change Needed, All Title |
great extent to use student performance Schools and Title : Schools Identified for Improvement: 1938

results for school accountability and
continuous improvement. Similarly, few .
principals believed that change would be Provide Extended

Leamning Time ::
neededto a great extent to assess student Use Studont Performance T
ks for A bl )
performanc,e jaga_lnst hlgh Standards (16 Resuks 0;;?:::‘::!»& 3 2% iat:nools entified for |
percent), minimize pull-out programs (16 mprovement | {_tmprovement
percent), use student performance results for Perton WA‘*
school accountability and continuous High Standards |

improvement (17 percent), or provide
extended learning time programs (18
percent). (Table 5 and Figure 3) o 2% 0% sox e 100%

Percant Reporting Change Nesded to “Great Extent”

Minimize Pull-Out 3%

Even principals of schools that had been

identified for improvement (based on low
student achievement for two consecutive years) reported that, for the most part little change would
be required in their schools to implement reforms. (Table 6 and Figure 3)

About half of the principals in Title I schools reported they were implementing school-level reform
strategies. Among the strategies most commonly employed to a great extent were using a strategic plan
to help students achieve at high levels (52 percent), using instructional materials that expose students to
the content they are expected to leam (52 percent), providing professional development to enable staff to
teach the content students are expected to learn (45 percent), and using assessments for school
accountability and continuous improvement (44 percent). Another strategy Title I principals reported
employing to a great extent was using assessments that measure performance against the content that
students are expected to leamn (37 percent). Title I principals were more likely than non-Title I principals
to report using the following reform strategies: providing professional development to enable siaff to
teach the content students are expected to learn (45 percent compared with 35 percent) and extending the
school year (8 percent compared with 3 percent). (Table 7)
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Principals from both Title I and non-Title I schools tended to rely more on local and state sources
rather than federal sources for assistance in understanding or implementing comprehensive
reforms. About one-third of all schools reported that the following sources of assistance were very
helpful: the school district (36 percent), state-developed content standards (34 percent), institutes or
workshops (33 percent), other administrators (30 percent), and state- or district-sponsored education
confereaces (29 percent). In contrast, the percent of principals reporting that federal sources, such as the
Comprehensive Assistance Centers, Regional Labs, Parent Information Resource Centers, and ERIC,
were very helpful ranged from less than one percent to three percent. (Table 8)

Principals from schoolwide programs were more likely to use a strategic plan than were principals
from targeted assistance schools. Three-fifths (61 percent) of principals in schoolwide programs
reported using to a great extent a strategic plan for enabling students to achieve to high levels of
performance, as contrasted with less than half of targeted assistance schools (45 percent). (Table 9)

In schools where more than one-fifth of the students had limited English proficiency (LEP), 53 percent of
principals reported their school made adaptations to a great extent for LEP students to achieve to high
“ levels of performance; 21 percent in schools with 0-9 percent LEP enrollment reported doing so. (Table

10)

The extent to which principals were
aware of reform efforts is associated with
whether or not reforms are implemented.
Principals who reparted a high
familiarity with Title I r¢ forms were more
likely than principals with low familiarity
to report implementing key reforms in
their schools. Principals with high
familiarity (based on principals’ reports of
their familiarity with eight specific Title I
reforms) were more likely to implement
professional development related to content
standards (91 percent versus 76 percent),
restructure the school day (58 percent versus
4] percent), extend . .e school day (35
percent versus 17 percent). (Table 11 and
Figure 4)

Figure 4
Implementing Title | Reforms, by Principal's Familiarity
with Reforms: 1998

Professional Development |8
Related to Contertt

40% 80%

Parcent Reporting "Moderats or Great Extent”

0% 20%

60% 100%

Note: The referms shown Above are those where thare was a significant difersnce betwean the “high famiNarity”
and the “low

3. To what extent are schools implementing standards?

A key goal for the Title I program is that all schools receiving Title I funds use challenging content and
performance standards to guide curriculum and instruction. Recent research has found that high-
performing, high-poverty schools use standards extensively to design curriculum and instruction, and to

assess both student and teacher performance. '

The 1994 legislation encouraged schools to adopt

strategies that have been proven effective in raising student performance in high-poverty schools.

' Education Trust, Inc.. Dispelling the Myth: High-Poverty Schools exceeding Expectations (Washington DC:

Author, 1999) 3.
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Use of content standards in reading and mathematics is widespread, according to principals.

Nearly three-fourths (72 percent) of all principals reported using content standards to a great extent to
guide curriculum and instruction in reading and mathematics. There were no significant differences in the
use of content standards between Title I and non-Title I schools or between schoolwide programs and
targeted assistance schools or between highest-poverty and low-poverty schools. (Table 12)

Elementary and middle sci:ool principals reported implementing standards to a great extent.
Elementary and middle school principals were more likely to report using content standards to a great
extent in reading (74 and 75 percent, respectively) than high school principals (62 percent). There were
no significant differences by school level in the use of content standards in mathematics. (Table 13)

One-third of both Title I and non-Title school principals reported that standards for teacher
quality were linked to a great extent to student content and performance standards. (Table 14)

Though low percentages of principals
overall identified barriers to implementing

standards, principals of Title I schools were Principals’ Perceptions ofFBlgal:rrieeli to High Standards: 1998
more likely to experience barriers in

applying high standards than principals of ——. N——
non-Title I schools. A relatively small s

percentage of principals cited various High Saudent Mesiiy

challenges as barriers to a great extent in A o B

applying high standards to all students in their
school. The most commonly reported barriers
were inadequate parent involvement (13
percent) and high student mobility (12
percent). Title I principals were more likely U=
than non-Title I principals to report parent onws Raxderts o Do E:’;
involvement and high student mobility as '
barriers to a great extent. Principals in the
highest poverty schools were more likely than
principals from low poverty schools to report
these as barriers to a great extent. (Tables 15 and 16 and Figure 5)

—
{man schoois ‘
|@HighestPoverty Schools

(CLow-Poverty $cheols

.............

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Percent Reporting “Great Extent*

4. How are schools responding to the Title I accountability provisions?

The school improvement provisions of the Title I legislation require State, district, and school-level
accountability for results. These requirements built on and strengthened the 1988 Hawkins-Stafford
Amendments to ESEA which required that schools show improvement in test scores each year. The 1994
reauthorization required states to establish criteria for measuring school progress toward having all
children who are served by Title I meet state standards. Each Title I school is required to demonstrate,
based on measures established by states, adequate yearly progress toward attaining the state’s
performance standards. Schools and districts that fail to make adequate progress for two consecutive
years are to be identified for improvement. Schools districts are also held accountable through
mechanisms similar to those established for schools. Schools and districts identified for improvement are
required to develop or revise their plans to address identified needs. States and districts are to provide
technical assistance through schools support teams and other mechanisms to schools and districts
identified as in need of improvement.
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Highest-poverty schools are more likely to be
identified as in need of improvement over a Figure 6

longer pericd of time. Twelve percent of Title I Title 1 Schools Identified for Improvement: 1998
school principals reporied that their schools had
been identified for improvement while 75 percent
reported their schools had not been identified.
However, an additional 13 percent of principals
were uncertain as to whether their schools had 1
been identified for improvement. (Table 17) Highest Poverty Tie | Sehools
Schools identified as in need of improvement (75% of highec FRPLY) i3
were more likely to be highest-poverty schools
and to have high minority student enrollment. High Minarfty Schosls e Y
(Tables 18 and 19 and Figure 6) None of the low- (860% or highcr minori) By
poverty schools identified as in need of :
improvement under Title I had been in that status
for two years or more but two-thirds of the * FRPL = Fresireduced price funch
highest-poverty schools had been identified as in

{BIdnnliﬁcd MUncertain EINot identified }

All Title | Schools

% 20% 40% 0% 0% 100%

Percentage Distribution

need of improvement for two years or more.

(Table 20) On average, highest-poverty schools are identified as in need of improvement for three years,
high-poverty schools for two years, and low-poverty schools for one year or less. (Table 21) Schools
identified for improvement for two or more years were more likely to be schoolwide programs and to
have predominantly minority enrollment (50 percent or more minority students). (Tables 22 and 23)

Many schools identified as in need of improvement did not receive additional assistance. Among
schools that reported they had been identified as in need of improvement, less than half (47 percent)
reported that they had received additional professional development or technical assistance. Nearly one-
third of highest-poverty schocls identified for improvement had not received any additional assistance.
(Tables 24 and 25) Interestingly, as reported earlier, schools identified for improvement tended not to
think changes were needed to a great extent in their schools to implement school reform strategies.

As the number of years increases that a school has been identified as in need of improvement under
Title X, the more likely it is that the school will receive additional technical assistance or
professional development. Only 39 percent of the schools identified as in need of improvement for one’
year reported additional technical assistance or professional development whereas 97 percent identified
for four years or more reported receiving such assistance. This might suggest that school districts are not
focusing on schools that have bounced into school improvement status but are concentrating on the
chronically low-performing schools. (Tables 26-29)

5. Are Title I schools moving towards implementing the reporting requirements that take effect in
2000-01?

The Title I statute requires that by the 2000-01 school year each state will use assessments that are aligned
with challenging standards to measure the academic progress of all Title I schools and students. Once
final assessments are in place, Title I further requires that performance levels be established for students,
including partially proficient, proficient, and advanced. Reporting categories for schools include: gender,
race/ethnicity, Title I participation, migrant status, poverty status, limited English proficiency, and
disabling condition. While the Follow-Up Survey was conducted in school year 1997-98, before final
assessments were required, it examined the extent to which schools were moving in these directions.
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Title I schools have a long way to go in moving to full implementation of student achievement
reporting requirements. Less than one-third of Title I schools are using performance levels to
report student achievement results. Slightly fewer than one-third of all principals provided reading (29
percent) and mathematics (27 percent) assessment results using performance levels to describe student
performance. Principals from Title I schools (32 percent) were more likely than principals from non-
Title I schools (25 percent) to report student achievement results in reading using performance levels.
(Tables 30 and 31) Similar percents were reported but there were no differences for the mathematics

assessments.

Title I schools are more likely than non-
Title I schools to use disaggregated results
for reading and mathematics assessments.
Over half of all principals reported using
disaggregated results (i.e., scores reported
separately by student characteristics such as
gender or race/ethnicity) for reading (62
percent) and mathematics (60 percent)
assessments. Principals from Title I schools
were more likely than principals from non-
Title I schools to report using disaggregated
results for reading (67 percent compared with
54 percent) and mathematics assessments (65
percent compared with 53 percent). (Tables
32 and 33 and Figure 7)

Percant

100%

80%

80%

40%

20% A

0% A

Figure 7
Student Achievement Reporting in Reading: 1998
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6. How are Title I schools supporting instructional services?

The Title I program has traditionally provided reading and mathematics instruction to students whose
achievement did not meet performance expectations. Prior to the 1988 reauthorization of ESEA, Title I
was predominantly a remedial program that pulled students out of their regular classes. Beginning in
1988, greater emphasis was placed on teaching advanced skills and having the same expectations for all
students. By 1994, the legislation placed an even stronger focus on standards and on using Title I to
support all children in achieving to state content standards, with aligned assessment systems. The
Follow-Up Survey examined services to determine changes since the 1994 reauthorization.

Many Title I schools eligible to operate
schoolwide programs are doing so. Nearly
half of Title I schools operate schoolwide
programs. Four-fifths (80 percent) of highest-
poverty schools operate schoolwide programs,
as do 66 percent of schools with poverty rates
between 50 and 75 percent. Some principals in
low-poverty schools also reported using Title 1
funds for schoolwide programs, possibly under
federal or state waivers of the minimum
eligibility requirement. (Table 34 and Figure 8)

Forty-five percent of Title I schools reported

operating a schoolwide program, with about
16,000 in operation in 1997-98 as contrasted
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to 5,000 in 1995.2 (Table 35 and Figure 8) Fifty-nine percent of high schools reported using Title I funds
to implement schoolwide programs, an increase from the 11 percent that reported doing so in 1995-96.

The in-class model is used more often than pull-out settings to deliver Title I instruction. Although
mixed models are common, overall 68 percent of Title I schools used a pull-out model, with 53 percent of
schoolwide programs and 80 percent of targeted assistance programs reporting use of this model. Eighty-
three percent of all Title I schools reported using an in-class model, with no significant differences
between schoolwide programs and targeted assistance schools. Over half (57 percent) of Title I schools
reporting using.both in-class and puli-out approaches. (Table 36)

Secondary schools use pull-out settings less often than elementary schools. The most common use of
Title I funds for secondary schools serving targeted children was an in-class setting (78 percent of middie
schools and 85 percent of high schools). The use of pull-out settings to provide instruction was less
common in middle schools (58 percent) and high schools (47 percent), compared with elementary schools
(72 percent). Forty-two percent of high school principals and 45 percent of middle school principais
reported utilizing both pull-out and in-class approaches. (Table 37)

Virtually all targeted assistance schools use Title I funds to support reading instruction and about
two-thirds use Title I funds to support mathematics instruction. Among Title I targeted assistance
schools, 98 percent provided Title I services in reading/language arts and 65 percent provided Title I
services in mathematics; 10 percent also reported that students receive Title I services in Englishas a
Second Language (ESL). (Table 38)

7. What types of extended learning strategies are used in Title I schools and how widespread is
their use?

Extended learning time programs can improve student achievement when coordinated with challenging
curricula and thoughtful instruction.® Successful programs connect the added time to regular school
experiences so that teachers can build on the skills that students are gaining in their regular classes and
supplement what they are learning during the school day. Recent research on effective schools has found
that such schools use extended time learning in reading and mathematics to improve learning and
achievement. In a recent study of higher-success and lower-success elementary schools in Maryland,
researchers found that the more successful schools were seeing consistent academic gains as a result of
extended-day programs.5 In a study of high-performing, high-poverty schools, 86 percent of the schools
extended time for reading and 66 percent extended instructional time in mathematics.®

2 .S. Department of Education, Status of Education Reform in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools:
Principals’ Perspectives (Washington, DC: Author, 1998). 58.

3U.S. Department of Education, Status of Education Reform, 58.

“U. S. Department of Education, Extending Learning Time for Disadvantaged Students: An Idea book, Volume I,
Summary of Promising Practices (Washington, DC: Author, 1995) i

5 Willis Hawley, William Schager, Francine Hultgren, Andrew Abrams, Emestine Lewis, and Steve Ferra, “An
Outlier Study of School Effectiveness: Implications for Public Policy and School Improvement”, paper presented at
the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL, (March 25, 1997).

¢ The Education Trust, 6.
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Two-fifths (41 percent ) of all Title I

principals reported using Title I funds to Figures .
provide extended learning time Extended Time Programs: 1998
opportunities in 1997-98, (Table 36) Title I Before and After Schoof Pragrams

principals from the highest-poverty schools Rl Tite tsehoots

were more likely to report providing extended Hiohest Porerty Mo Schoos

learning time than principals from low- Low Py it et

poverty schools (54 percent, compared with
28 percent). Principals from highest-poverty Summes Leaming Programs

schools were also more likely to report A Title 1 Schoals
providing summer learning programs (50

Highest Poverty Title | Schools ]

percent, compared with 26 percent in low- (75% or higher FRPL

poverty schools). (Table 39 and Figure 9) R A il SN R

Principals from urban areas were also more o 0% aon som son soox
likely to report offering extended learning Parcent with Extendsd Time Programs

¢ FRPL = Fres/rsduced peice lunch

time programs than principals did from rural

areas (54 versus 32 percent). (Table 40)
Before-school programs averaged 4 hours a week and after-school programs averaged S hours per week.
Summer programs averaged 5 weeks per year and 16 hours per week. (Table 41)

However, another recent study has found that schooels that offer extended-time programs typically
serve a small percentage of their students in these programs. Extended-time instructional programs
during the school year (before- and after-school and weekend programs) served only 16 percent of the
students in high-poverty schools that offer such programs and 12 percent of the students in Title I schools
with these programs. Summer instructional programs serve 16 percent of the students in high-poverty
schools with summer programs and 25 percent of the students in Title I schools with such programs.’

8. What are the staffing patterns in Title I schools and what role do paraprofessionals play in
delivering services?

Several studies have concluded that teacher quality or instructional quality is as important as poverty
status in predicting student achievement.® Moreover, some studies have found that teacher quality has a
greater effect on students who are at risk than other students. Sanders and Rivers determined that having
one of the most effective teachers increased low-achieving students’ test scores 39 points more than
having one of the least effective teachers.’ These findings highlight the importance of high-quality

" U.S. Department of Education, unpublished tabulations from the Study of Education Resources and Federal
Funding.

® Ronald F. Ferguson, “Paying for Public Education: New Evidence on How and Why Money Matters,” Harvard
Journal on Legislation, 28.2 (Summer 1991) 465-498; Ronald F. Ferguson and Helen Ladd, “How and Why Money
Matters: An Analysis of Alabama Schools,” Helen F. Ladd (ed.) Holding Schools Accountable: Performance Based
Reform in Education (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1996).

’ William L. Sanders and J.C. Rivers, Cumulative and Residual Effects of Teachers on Future Student Academic
Achievement, research report (Knoxville, TN: University of Tennessee Value-Added Research and Assessment
Center. 1996).
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teachers for all students, and at-risk students in particular. Yet Title I schools traditionally have used
paraprofessionals to provide-some of the instruction Title I students receive and there has been
longstanding concemn with the appropriateness of this role for paraprofessionals. A recent study has
found that only one-quarter (25 percent) of paraprofessionals have a bachelor’s degree and that in the
highest-poverty schools, only 10 percent had this degree.”

Staffing patterns have not changed in Title I schools, where equal numbers of teachers and
paraprofessionals are supported through Title I. Nationwide, in 1997-98, approximately 74,700
teachers were supported through Title I as were 76,900 paraprofessionals. (Table 42) About 48,000
teachers and 52,000 paraprofessionals were in schools with 50 percent poverty cr greater. (Table 43)

About two-thirds (69 percent) of all Title I
schools used paraprofessionals funded by
Title I in 1997-98. Use of paraprofessionals
was higher among schoolwide programs (81
percent) than targeted assistance programs (59
percent). (Table 44) Eighty-four percent of

Figure 10
Use of Paraprofessionals in Title | Schools: 1998

Al Title | schools |

the highest-poverty schools used Tl Senoolwide Sehoois Bk AN
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used to provided instruction. Principals (% to MR FRPLY 5

reported that paraprofessionals spent most of o 20%  40%  60%  EO%  100%
then‘ tlme Worklng one_on-one or m small Percent of Schools Using Paraprofessionals

* FRPL = FreeXreduced price lunch

groups with students (85 percent); the rest of

their time was spent doing clerical tasks (8

percent of their time) and working with parents (4 percent of their time). (Table 46) There were no
significant differences between schools by poverty levels or by schoolwide versus targeted assistance
status.

Some school districts are offering ways for paraprofessionals to advance. Principals reported that
over one-third of the school districts are supporting paraprofessionals by providing career ladders (38
percent), funding for higher education classes (33 percent), and release time for classwork or studying for
higher education courses (22 percent). (Table 47)

9. How is technology being used to support instruction?

Recent studies indicate that technology is beneficial when it is used appropriately. Since technology 1s
an integral part of everyday activities, any discussion of comprehensive school reform that does not
address technology presents an incomplete picture of educational reform in this country. The Follow-up
Survey examined access to computers and the Internet and barriers to the acquisition or use of advanced
telecommunications in the schools.

Access to technology i: more limited in Title I schools and highest-poverty schools. In non-Title ]
schools, principals indicated that 38 percent of the classrooms have computers with Internet access,

1°.S. Department of Education, Study of Education Resources.
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compared with 27 percent of classrooms in Title I schools. (Table 48) Highest-poverty schools have an
average of 12 students per computer, compared with 9 students per computer in low-poverty schools.
Principals from highest-poverty schools reported that 19 percent of their classrooms have computers with
Internet access, compared with 36 percent of low-poverty schools. (Table 49)

About one-fourth of principals report barriers to a great extent in acquiring or using advanced
telecommunications. The most often reported barrier to acquiring or using advanced
telecommunications was lack of software that is integrated with the school’s curriculum (25 percent).
Principals also cited lack of technical support or advice (22 nercent), lack of teacher awareness regarding
ways to integrate curriculum with the technology (21 percer. ., and lack of or inadequately trained staff
(20 percent) as barriers to a great extent. (Table 50)

Access to the Internet in classrooms is more limited in the highest-poverty rural schoois than in the
low-poverty rural schools. In the highest-poverty rural schools, principals indicated that 19 percent of
the classrooms have Intemnet access, compared with 33 percent in the low-poverty rural schools. (Table
51)

10. Are Title I schools using school-parent compacts to support learning and improve parent
involvement in their chiidren’s education?

More than three decades of research support the critical role that parents play in the academic success of
their children. Title I makes parent involvement a priority by supporting partnerships between families
and schools while encouraging community efforts to improve schools and reinforce the importance of
learning. The Title I legislation includes three key provisions to strengthen parent involvement: a written
parent involvement policy, jointly developed by the school district, school, and parents; school-parent
compacts that identify shared responsibilities for high student performance; and training to build school
and parent capacity for involvement, including literacy and parenting education.

Despite Title I requirements that schools
have a parent invelvement policy and Figure 11
school-parent compéct, one-quarter of Title Use of School-Parent Compacts in Title i Schools: 1898
I schools did not have these in place four
years after the reauthorization. Three-
quarters (77 percent) of Title I principals All Title ISchool
- reported that their school had a parent
involvement policy that describes shared :
responsibilities for school staff and parents Title [Elementary
(Table 52) and 74 percent reported that their
school had a school-parent compact. (Table TS
53) Principals from schools with 35 percent - Title] Secondary L Nsex
or greater poverty were more likely than other i
principals to report that they have school- o o son son som 100
parent compacts. (Table 54) Element‘ary Percent of Scheols Using School-Parent Compacts
school principals were more likely to report

having compacts (77 percent) than high
school principals (55 percent). (Table 55 and Figure 11)

)
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Principals see school-parent compacts as

useful in improving communication and Figure 12
encouraging home learning. Five areas in Principals’ Perceptions of Usefulness of School-Parent
which Title I principals most often reported ‘o0% - Compacts: 1998
school-parent compacts to be “helpful” were L
school climate (80 percent), parents helping g o -
students with leaming at home (80 percent), v so% |
reading at home (79 percent), homework g
completion (79 percent) and teacher-parent g 40%
relations (76 percent). (Table 56 and Figure 12) E 20% -
[
Based on reports from principals on how 0%

. . . . School . Parents Reading at Homawork Teacher-
paraprofessionals are used in Title 1 schools, it Climate  Helping Moms  Complstion  Parent
is clear that principals are not using these staff f‘““:::‘;; v Relations
to work with parents, whick is a potentially Homs
more appropriate role for them than providing Note: Tha areas shown In the graphic wete those most frequently reported by
. R . . . principals as "helpful.”.
instruction, particularly for the vast majority

who lack academic qualifications.

Conclusions

Based on the Follow-Up Survey, it appears that Title I schools are making progress in implementing
standards-based reform and the 1994 Title I provisions supporting such reform. Though implementation
is not complete, it does seem that standards are helping to guide instruction in Title I and non-Title [
schools. Title I schools do differ on some dimensions that may make reform more difficult: higher
poverty, high student mobility, and lack of parent involvement, according to their principals. Overall,
Title I schools do still have a long way to go in several areas: reporting out achievement data as required
when assessment systems are final, expanding the use of extended time programs, and changing the roles
of paraprofessionals. Not all eligible schools are taking advantage of the flexibility provided by the
schoolwide options, although many have. Even those schools with schoolwide programs do not appear to
have delivery services that are different from targeted assistanice schools. The only real significant
differences were that schoolwide programs were more likely to report using a strategic plan than were
targeted assistance programs; and principals from high-poverty schools as well as schoolwide programs
were more likely to report offering extended-time programs than were the lower poverty schools and
targeted assistance programs. Finally, the 25 percent of Title I schools that do not have parent-school
compacts need to implement this important program requirement, to help ensure that families are
involved in their children’s education.
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Methodology

For the Follow-up Survey of public school principals, a stratified sample of 1,600 schools was sclected
from the FRSS frame using the 1994-95 Common Core of Data (CCD) Public School Universe File. The
CCD includes over 80,000 elementary and secondary schools. Excluded from the frame were special
education, vocational, and alternative/other schools, schools in the territories, and schools with the highest
grade lower than grade 1.

The frame was stratified using school level, poverty level, and school size as explicit stratifiers.
Metropolitan status and percent of minority students cnrolled were used as sorting variables to induce
some additional implicit stratification. The stratified sample of 1,600 schools included 674 elementary,
425 middle, and 501 secondary/combined schools. Since free- or reduced-price lunch data are missing
for about 24 percent of the schools in the CCD, these schools were placed in a separate stratum for
sampling purposes. Highest-poverty schools were oversampled to increase the numbers of highest-
poverty schools in the sample within each instructional level. Within each instructional level and poverty
status group, the sample of schools was selected within size classes with probabilities roughly
proportional to the square root of enrollment of the school. The use of the square root of enrollment to
determine the sample allocation is reasonably efficient for estimating both school-level characteristics and
quantitative measures correlated with enroliment. Categories for the stratification variables are listed
below:

Stratification variables

School level Elementary
Middle
Secondary/combined
Poverty level 0-34.9 percent -
(percentage of students 35-49.9 percent
receiving free- or reduced- 50-74.9 percent
price lunch) 75 percent or more
School size Less than 300 students
300-499
500-999
1,000 or more students
Metropolitan status Central city of MSA
MSA but not central city
Not MSA
Percentage of minority 0-49.9 percent
students enrolled 50-79.9 percent
80 percent or more

Respondents. * Of the original 1,600 schools sampled, 23 were found to be ineligible (for example, no
longer in operation). During the data collection period from November 1997 to May 1998, a total of
1,257 survey questionnaires were returned for a final response rate of 80 percent.

Weighting. Weights were assigned to each of the schools in the sample based on the school’s overall
probability of being selected. The final weights of the responding schools were adjusted to compensate
for differential nonresponse in the survey.

Standard errors. Standard errcrs measure the variability of estimates due to sampling. Estimates of
sampling errors were calculated using a replication method known as jackknife replication. The survey

14 i
)«
[




estimates are also subject to nonsampling errors such as errors due to nonresponse, errors of reporting,
and errors made in data collection. In order to minimize the potential for nonsampling errors, the Follow-
up Survey was pretested with a variety of school principals. Also, manual and machine editing of survey
responses were conducted to check data for accuracy and consistency. Finally, respondents with missing
or inconsistent answers were recontacted by telephone.

Standard errors are not included in this report but will be available through the U.S. Department of
Education's Internet website at http.//www.ed.gov/offices/eval/elem.html. The final values for poverty
level, minority enrollment, and schoo! size used in the analysis were denved from the information
principals reported on the Follow-up Survey. In some cases, the reported values differed from the
information in the 1994-95 CCD file. Sincc the Follow-up Survey responses provided more current
information on school characteristics, they were used in the analysis rather than the sampling information.
In general, the consequences of using outdated information for sampling purposes is to increase sampling
ErTors.
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APPENDIX A

Survey Instrument




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB No.: 1875-0136
PLANNING AND EVALUATION SERVICE Expires: 3/31/98

Follow-Up Public School Survey on Education Reform
Congress authorized this survey in Section 1501(b){1) and Section 14701 (a}{1) of the Improving America's School Act

(P.L. 103-382). All responses will be kept confidential and anonymous, and only aggregated results will be presented.

While you are not required to respond, your cooperation is needed to make the results of this survey comprehensive,
accurate, and timely.

Name of person completing form: Title:

Telephone: Fax: E-mail:

Name of School:

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT:
WESTAT Ann Webber
1650 Research Boulevard 1-800-937-8281, ext. 3627
Rockyville, Maryland 20850 Fax: {301) 294-4475
Attn: 994164 Webber E-mail: WEBBERAT@WESTAT.COM

PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF THIS SURVEY FOR YOUR RECORDS

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to collection of information
unless it displays a valid OMB number. The valid OMB control number of this information collection is 1875-0136. The
time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average one hour per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and reviewing
and completing the collection of information. If you have comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s)
or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202-4651.
If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual submission of this form, write directly to:
Daphne Hardcastle, Planning and Evaluation Service, Office of the Under Secretary, U.S. Department of Education, 600
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20202.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THIS SURVEY

This survey about public school reform should be completed by the principal or another person knowledgeable about
the school program. This survey is designed to gather information about individual schools rather than school districts.
Please respond only about students in your school's program for school year 1997-98, unless otherwise indicated. If
a question does not apply to your school, please write in "NA".

Please complete and return the survey in the enclosed postage-paid envelope to Westat, Inc., the Department of
Education’'s survey contractor, by November 14, 1997. If not received by that date, Westat will call your schooi
between November 17 and December 5, 1997, to make arrangements for collecting information.

DEFINITIONS FOR THIS SURVEY

Adequate yearly progress: The amount of yearly improvement each Title | school and district is expected to make in
order to enable low-achieving children to meet high performance levels expected of all children. (States are required to
define adequate yearly progress after their final assessments are in place. If the state is in its transitional assessment
period, it must establish procedures for measuring yearly academic progress for each school and district.).

Comprehensive reform: Efforts to improve education for all students by establishing high content and performance
standards and redesigning the various components of the education system in a coordinated and coherent fashion to
support students learning to the standards.

Disability: A child with a disability means a child with mental retardation, hearing impairments (including deafness},
speech or language impairments, visual impairments (including blindness), serious emotional disturbance (hereinafter
referred to as “emotional disturbance”), orthopedic impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, other health impairments,
or specific learning disabilities; and who, by reason thereof, needs special education and related services (Iindividuals
with Disabilities Education Act).

ERIC: Educational Resources Information Center. ERIC is an education database, clearinghouse, and document
reproduction service financed hy the U.S. Department of Education.

High standards: Refers to recent and current education reform activities that seek to establish more challenging
expectations for student achievement and performance, such as the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
standards for math, state- or local-initiated standards in various subjects, and those outlined in Goals 2000.

In need of improvement: Under Title ! legislation, a school is identified as in need of improvement if it has not made
adequate progress toward meeting state standards for two consecutive vears. If the state dces not have its final
assessment in place, a school is identified if it has not met criteria the state has adopted for academic progress for two
consecutive years.

Schooi-parent compact: Voluntary written agreements between the school and parents that outline how parents, the
entire school staff, and students will share responsibility for improved student achievement. A school-parent compact
is not a legal document and it should not be confused with an individual education plan {IEP) used in special education.

School performance profile: A status report to teachers, parents, and the community provided by the school district that
reports on the yearly progress of the school in meeting the state's studcnt performance standards.

SS1/USI: National Science Foundation's Statewide Systemic Initiatives and Urban Systemic Initiatives programs. For
these programs, NSF has cooperative agreements with states and urban areas to undertake comprehensive initiatives
for education reform in science, mathematics, and technology.

Cc
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Standards and Assessments

Currentiy, states and districts are establishing new high standards for student achievement both in the content that
students are expected to learn (content standards) and in the level of performance that students are expected to achieve
(performance standards, e.g., proficient, advanced, novice). Standards go beyond general expectations for student
learning in that they are written, may be externally developed, and are to be applied uniformly by all teachers.

1. To what extent does your school use state or district-developed content standards to guide curriculum and
instruction.. .

Not at Small Moderate Great
all extent extent extent

a. Inreading/language arts .................... e e 1 2 3 4
b. Inmathematics . ........... it 1 2 3 4
c. Inscience . ... .. . ... e e e 1 2 3 4
d. Inhistory/socialstudies . ... ... .. ... i, 1 2 3 4
2. To what extent have the content standards for any subjects in your school changed in the last year?
Nochange . .. .............c.eu... 1
Smaliextent ..............c0 ... 2
Moderateextent . . . ................ 3
Greatextent ..................... 4
No content standards . .............. 5
3. To what extent are the following items barriers to applying high standards to all students in your school?
Not at Small Moderate Great
all extent extent extent
a. Inadequacy of guidance on what standardstouse ........... 1 2 3 4
b. Inadequacy of parentinvolvement ...................... 1 2 3 4
c. Outdated technology ............... ... .. . ... 1 2 3 4
d. Highstudentmobility ............................... 1 2 3 4
e. Diversity of student populations ... .......... .. ...... ... 1 2 3 4
f. Language barriers . . . . ... .. e e e 1 2 3 4
g. Assessments that are not aligned with curriculum/standards 1 2 3 4
h. Other fspecify) 1 2 3 4
4, To what extent does your schocl use written standards for assessing...
Not at Small Moderate Great
ail extent extent extent
a. Teacherquality .......... ... .00, 1 2 3 4
b. The quality of professional development activities . . . ......... 1 2 3 4

If “Not at all” for questions 4a and 4b, skip to question 8.

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 3




5. Who developed the standards for assessing teacher quality and professional development activities? (Check all

that apply.}
School School State National Other
district association {specify)
a. Teacherquality .............
b. Professional development . ... ..
6. To what extent are the standards for teacher quality and for professional development linked to student content

and performance standards established in the past three years by your state or school district?

Not at Small Moderate Great Student standards

all extent extent extent not established
a. Teacherquality ............ ... 1 2 3 4 5
b. Professional development . ................ 1 2 3 4 5
7. When were standards for teacher quality and professional development last revised?

Last 2-3 years Nore than Don't

year ago 3 years ago  know
a. Teacherquality ..........¢cuiiiieneenneeenn 1 2 3 4
b. Professionaldevelopment . .................... 1 2 3 4
8. If your school district reports reading and mathematics student achievement in terms of performance level

categories (e.g., proficient, advanced, novice) on state required assessments, list your state’s performance levels
and indicate what percent of students in your school scored at each level. Please report for all grades
{(aggregated) that have data reported in terms of performance levels. If this data is available for school year
1995-96, please indicate the percent of students scoring at each level.

Reading Performance Level 1996-97 1995-96
Top level a % %
b. % %
c. % %
d % %
e % %
Bottom level § % %
Mathematics Performance Level 1996-97 1995-96
Top level E % %
A b. % ] %
c. % %
d % %
e % %
Bottom level f % %

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 4




10.

11.

Are student achievement results in reading summarized in any of the following reporting categories: gender,
race/ethnicity, Title | participation, migrant status, poverty status, limited English proficiency, disabling
condition, or other reporting category?

If "Yes", indicate for which of the following reporting categories the student achievement results in reading
are summarized. (Check all that apply.)

Gender
Race/ethnicity
Title ! participation

Migrant status

Poverty status (e.g., free/reduced price lunch)
Limited English proficiency (LEP)

Disabling condition

Other (specify)

JToO r0 Q00O

Are student achievement results in mathematics summarized in any of the following reporting categories:
gender, race/ethnicity, Title | participation, migrant status, poverty status, limited English proficiency, disabling
condition, or other reporting category?

If "Yes”, indicate for which of the foliowing reporting categories the student achievement resuits in
mathematics are summarized. (Check all that apply.}

Gender
Race/ethnicity
Title { participation

Migrant status

Poverty status (e.g., free/reduced price lunch)
Limited English proficiency (LEP)

Disabling condition

Other (specify)

SO0 000w

If your school district reports achievement by race/ethnicity, gender, Title | participation, migrant status, poverty
status, limited English proficiency, disabling condition, or other reporting category, for which categories is
student achievement in the greatest need of improvement? (Check three.}

Racial/ethnic minority students
Females

Males

Title i participants

Migrant students

Students in poverty

LEP students

Students with disabilities
Other (specify)

STe@ hea0ow

g1

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 5




12. Various strategies are being developed to support comprehensive reform. In column A, indicate the extent to
which the following strategies are being implemented in your school. In column B, indicate three areas where
information is most needed. For el and e2 check the "None enrolled" box if your school does not have those

students.
A. Extent to which your B. Information
school is implementing strategy | most needed
Not Small Moderate Great {Check
Strategy to support comprehensive reform at ail extent extent extent three)
=, A strategic plan for enabling students to
achieve to high levels ¢f performance ......... 1 2 3 4
b. Prolessional developm=nt to enable staff to teach
the content students are expected to learn .. . . . 1 2 3 4
c. Instructional materials such as textbooks that
expose students to the content they are expected to
learn . . .. e e e e e 1 2 2 4
d. Innovative technologies such as the Internet
and telecommunications-supported instruction
that expose students to the content they are
expectedtolearn ........... ... ... ..., 1 2 3 4
e. Adaptations so that all students are
expected to achieve to high levels of None
performance, specifically: ............ enrolled
el. Limited-English proficient students . . ... .. Lo 2 3 4
e2. Students with learning disabilities ....... — 1 2 3 4
f. Assessments that measure performance against
the content students are expected to learn .. ... 1 2 3 4
g. Assessments that are used for school accountability
and continuous improvement . ... ........... 1 2 3 4
h. Parent involvement activities that help parents
work with their children to achieve to high
levels of performance .................... 1 2 3 4
i. Restructuring the school day to teach content
inmoredepth . ........................ 1 2 3 4
j. Extending the school day to provide for more
instructionaltime ... ....... . ... .. .., i 2 3 4
k. Extending the school year to provide for more
instructional time ....................... 1 2 3 4
. Staff participation in professional networks
focused on standards-based reforms . . ... ... .. 1 2 3 4
m. Other [specify) 1 2 3 4 —_
_
.

Please refer to definitions on page 2. ' 6
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13. How helpful have the following sources of information or assistance been in helping you understand or use
comprehensive reform strategies or activities such as those mentioned in question 127

Not Not at all Somewhat Very
used helpful helpful helpful

a. Otherprincipals . ...... ... . 1 2 3 4
b. Professional principal associations . ................. 1 2 3 4
c. Teacher unions ororganizations ... ..........c.oo. .. 1 2 3 4
d. Other administrators . . . ..o o v v v ittt i oean 1 2 3 4
e. Schooldistrict . .. v v v v i e it i e i e 1 2 3 4
f. Intermediate or regional educationagency ............. 1 2 3 4
g. State departmentofeducation ..................... 1 2 3 4
h. U.S. Department of Education’s Regional Labs .. ........ 1 2 3 4
i.  U.S. Department of Education's Comprehensive

Assistance Centers . . .. . v vt i vt it i it e 1 2 3 4
j. U.S. Department of Education’s Parent Information

ReSOUICe CeNtEIS . v v vt v et v s bt ettt o e ansooansoss 1 2 3 4
k. U.S. Department of Education'sERIC . ............... 1 2 3 4
. Other U.S. Department of Education offices or programs . . . 1 2 3 4
m. National Science Foundation-funded initiatives {e.g.,

S, USH vttt e e e e e 1 2 3 4
n. National mode! content standards {e.g., NCTM) ......... 1 2 3 4
0. State-developed contentstandards . ................. 1 2 3 4
p. Institutions of higher education .................... 1 2 3 4
q. Professional journals {specify) 1 2 3 4
r. State- or district-sponsored education conferences ....... 1 2 3 4
s. Institutesorworkshops . ..... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... 1 2 3 4
t. Electronic networks/discussion groups . . ... ... 1 2 3 4
u. Media (e.g., newspapers, television} ................. 1 2 3 4
v. Other (specify] 1 2 3 4

4. In what format do you prefer to receive information? Please rank the following in order of your preference from

1 to 4, with 1 =1st choice; 2 =2nd choice; 3 = 3rd choice; and 4 =4th choice. If you do not have access to
format "c" (electronic), circle "No access.”

Rank
a. Hard copy (e.g., journal articles, reports, magazines) ... ....
b. Workshops and summerinstitutes . . .. ... ........ ...
c. Electronic (e.g., e-mail, internet, electronic bulletin boards,
MICTOCArdS) . v . it e e e e e e s No Access
d. Other (specify)

o
Lo

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 7




School Information

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

How many total students are enrolled in your school?

Students

What is the total number of students in your school in the following categories?
Students by race/ethnicity

White (not Hispanic origin)
Black {not Hispanic origin}
Hispanic

Asian/Pacific Islander

American Indian/Alaskan Native

Students with special needs

Limited English proficient (LEP) students
Migrant students

Students with disabilities

Homeless students

What percent of the students in your school are eligible for the free- or reduced-price lunch program?

%

What is the total number of instructional rooms in your schoo!? Include all rooms used for any
instructional purposes, include classrooms, computer and other labs, media centers, etc.

Instructional rooms

What is the total number of computers in your school used for instructional purposes?

Total computers

How many instructional rooms have a computer with access to the Internet?

Rooms

Please indicate to what extent, if any, each of the following are barriers to your schocl's acquisition or
usage of advanced telecommunications capabilities. If your school is currently using advanced
telecommunications, please indicate to what extent the following are barriers to upgrading or maximizing
telecommunications usage. (Circle one for each item.)

Not at Smail Moderate Great

all extent extent extent
a. Lack of technical supportoradvice . .. ......... .......... 1 2 3 4
b. Lack of or inadequately trained staff . . ... ................. 1 2 3 4
c. Lack of teacher awareness regarding ways to integrate curriculum 1 2 3 4
d. Lack of software that is integrated with the school's curriculum . . . 1 2 3 4

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 9 ¢ }




22.

Since the end of the school year 1996-97, have teachers at your school participated in any inservice or

professional development programs which focused on uses of educational technology for instruction (e.g., use
of computer, satellite learning)?

Title | Information

23.

24,

25,

26.

27.

Please refer to definitions on page 2.

B T 1
NO . e 2
If “Yes”, how many hours did the programs last on average?
8 hours or less
9-32 hours
More than 32 hours
Did your school receive federal Title | funds in school year 1997-987
R (=T 1
NO .. e 2
Don'tknow . ..........c0vi e ennn 3

If “No” or “Don’t know”, skip to question 51.

To what extent does your school have input into the decisions on the use of Title | funds in your school?

Notatall ........... ... ... .. ..... 1
Smallextent ............. ... 0.nn.. 2
Moderateextent .. ................ 3
Greatextent .............c.cc0uo.. 4

How many staff members {full-time equivalents) are employed with Title | funds in your school during the regular
school term?

Fuli-time equivalents

Administration {non-clerical)
- Teachers
Teacher aides
Staff providing support services (non-clerical)
Other (specify)

paoow

Was the targeted assistance or schoolwide plan or a description of the plan/program made available to parents?

YeS oo 1
NO .. 2
Is your school operating a Title | schoolwide program?
B = 1
No ... 2
If “Yes", skip to question 31. 9 J

<.




28. tf your school is designated as a targeted assistance school, how many students are served by the Title |
program?

Students

29. At what grades are students receiving Title | services? (Circle all that apply.)

Pre-K K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  Ungraded

30. In what subjects are students receiving Tltle | services? {Check alf that apply.)

a. Reading/language arts
b. Mathematics

c. ESL

d. Other (specify)

31. Recent federal legislation made changes to Title | that affect schools in a number of ways. For each item
below, indicate:
In column A, the extent to which you are familiar with the Title | change.
If you are familiar with the change, in column B indicate the extent to which you feel it requires
changes in your school.

\

A. Familiar with Title | change B. Changes in school required

Title | change: Notat Smali  Moderate Great Not at Small Moderate  Great
all extent extent extent all extent extent extent|
a.  Apply high state-approved standards
toallstudents .................. 1 2 3 4 a b c d
b. More flexibility to identify students
forservices .................... 1 2 3 4 a b c d
c. Extendlearningtime .............. 1 2 3 4 a b c d
d. Minimize pull-out programs ., ........ 1 2 3 4 a b c d
e. Develop a parent involvement policy . . . 1 2 3 4 a b c d
f. Develop a school-parent compact . . ... 1 2 3 4 a b c d
g. Assess student performance against
highstandards .. ................ 1 2 3 4 a b c d
h.  Use student performance resuits
for school accountability and
continuous improvement . .......... 1 2 3 4. a b c d
32. Does your school use Title | resources for any of the following purposes?
Yes No
a. To serve targeted children in a pull-out setting . ... ....... 1 2
b. To serve targeted children in an in-class setting . . ........ i 2
c. To provide extended time learning opportunities before
and/or after school for targeted children . .............. 1 2
d. To improve the entire educational program through a
schoolwide program . . . .......... . ., 1 2
e. To provide summer learning opportunities . ............. 1 2
f. To provide professional development activities .......... 1 2
g. To provide family literacy services . .................. 1 2
h. Other (specify) 1 2

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Please refer to definitions on page 2. . 9 6 10



33. What type of extended time instructional programs are operated by your school? (Check all that apply and
indicate the number of hours per week and the number of weeks per year that the program operates. If a type
of extended time instructional program is funded by Title |, please circle it.}

Program type Number of hours per week Number of weeks per year
a. _____ ___ Beforeschool __ __ hrs/week weeks/yr
b. After school hrs/week weeks/yr
¢ . Weekend e hrs/week o weeks/yr
d. Summer hrs/week week/yr
34. Did your school meet the district/state target for adequate yearly progress in... {See definition on page 2.)
School year 1995-96 School year 1996-97
YES oo v vveii s 1 YES v v v e v iiva e 1
\' o Y 2 NO oo iine et 2
Don‘tknow ........ 3 Don‘tknow ........ 3
35. Is your school identified in this school year as in need of improvement under Title 1? (See definition on page
2.)
YBS v vttt it e s e 1
NO & it e e e e e e e e e 2
DON'tKNOW . v v v i et e v i e anme s 3

If “Yes”, for how many years has your s5chool bean identified in need of improvement under Title 1?

Years

Did your school receive additional technical assistance/professional development as a result of being identified
as in need of improvement?

- T 1
NO & ettt e i 2
DONtKROW o v v vt s v it ean e o 3
36. Is your school performance profile provided to... (See definition on page 2.)
Yes No
a. TEACHEIS « v v v vt et it e e e s 1 2
b. PArENtS o o o vttt e e e 1 2
c. COMMUNILY © v v v et v e en e as oo taseos 1 2
37. To what extent do you perceive the school performance profile as helpful in disseminating student achievement

information to teachers, parents and the community?

Notatall .......c. e
Smallextent .. ........ccvenn
Moderate extent . . .. .. ...
Greatextent . ... ...

Wk -

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 11




38.

39.

40.

41,

42.

43.

44,

Does your school employ paraprofesionals/teacher aides paid for at least partially by Title 1?7

YeS e e e 1
A R 2
Don'tknow ..................... 3

If “No” or “Don’t Know"”, skip to question 44.

What percent of time do paraprofessionals/teacher aides spend in the following activities?

% Working one-on-one with students

% Working with students in groups

% Doing clerical tasks (e.g., correcting papers)

% Working with parents

% Other (specify)
100% TOTAL

oo oo

What percent of paraprofessionals/teacher aides in your school lack a high school diploma or GED?

%

Are these paraprofessionals/teacher aides who lack a high school diploma or GED working to earn a high
school diploma or GED within the next two years?

Yes e 1
No ... 2
Don'tknow ..................... 3

How does your school district support educational improvement for paraprofessionals/teacher aides? (Check
all that apply.) :

Career ladder for paraprofessionals/teacher aides

Release time for classwork or studying for a high school diploma or GED
Funding for high school diploma or GED classes

Release time for classwork or studying for higher education courses
Funding for higher education classes

Other (specify)

o o00oo

If paraprofessionals/teacher aides have not received a high school diploma or GED, are they proficient in a
language other than English which some of their students speak as their first language?

Mo o

WN -

Does your school have a parent involvement policy that describes shared responsibilities for school staff and
parents?

Please refer to definitions on page 2. 12




45,

Does your school have a school-parent compact? (See definition on page 2.)

If "No," skip to question 50,

46. If your school is a targeted assistance school, who receives the school-parent compact? (Check one.)
a. All parents
b. Title | parents
47. Who participated in developing the school-parent compact? (Check all that apply.)
a. Principal
b. Teacher
c. __ Parent
d. — Title | liaison
e. Other (specify)
48. How helpful has the school-parent compact been in the following areas?
Not atall Somewhat Very
helpful helpful helpful
a. Parents helping students with learning at home
(e.g., help with homework or schoolwerk) ... ... ..., 1 2 3
b. Parent participation in school-related decision- '
making such as budget considerations or
curriculumereform ... . ... e 1 2 3
c. Parent volunteering in the classroom .. ............ 1 2 3
d. Other parent volunteering (spec/fy)
1 2 3
e. Parents’ awareness of state standards for learring . . . . 1 2 3
f. Parents’ awareness of skills students need to meet
state standards forlearning . ................... 1 2 3
g. Studentattendance ..............00iieiena.n 1 2 3
h. Studentdiscipline .............c.... ... . ... 1 2 3
i. Homeworkcompletion ....................... 1 2 3
jo Readingathome ................... .. 0c.0.o... 1 2 3
k. Student preparedness for school (specify)
1 2 3
I. Schoolclimate . ............ ... .. ... ..., 1 2 3
m. Teacher-parent relations (specify)
1 2 3

99

Please refer to definitions on page 2.
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49,

50.

What process(es) was used to develop the school-parent compact? (Check all that apply.)

Discussions at PTA meetings
Meeting({s) called specifically to develop compact
Other meeting(s) {specify)

Parent survey
School staff survey
Review of other schools' compact(s) (specify how compacts obtained)

~o Q0 oo

g. Technical assistance provided by state education department
(specify)

h. Technical assistance provided by regional assistance providers
(specify}

i. Technical assistance provided by district (specify)

i Other (specify)

What procedures have been used to evaluate the implementation of your parent involvement policy including

the school-parent compact? (Check all that apply.)

Parent survey
School personnel survey

Verbal feedback from parents

Verbal feedback from school personnel
No evaluation activities implemented
Other (specify}

~eaoUw

Waivers and Goais 2000

51.

52,

53.

Piease refer to definitions on page 2.

Did your school request a waiver of statutory or regulatory requirements in federa! elementary and secondary

education programs?

..<
o
[2)
—_

<
13
@
-

No .. i e e 2

If “No” or “Don’t know"”, you have completed the survey.

How has your school participated in the federal Goals 2000 program activities? (Check all that apply.)

a. Professional development linked to content standards and aligned
assessments

b. Realignment of curriculum to address standards and assessments

c. Improved use of technology to supp.rt students’ learning to the content
standards

d. Use of new state assessments

e. — Increased parental/community involvement

f. Don’t know how my schoo! has participated

g. Other (specify}

- 100
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